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ing pretensions to sanctity. There is noth- 
ing in Methodism calculated to keep the hu- 
man passions and affections in subjection.— 
No fasting, although Mr. Wesley command- 
ed four days inthe year to be observed as 
fasting days, yet these are not observed by 
one in a thousand; and if by one, it is quite 
optional. The preachers neither command 
nor practise it; and the people are sure to 
follow their example in this particular. -No 
acts of self-mortification—this is all Popish 
superstition. No confession—they may tell 
what all the world may know; but what their 
dearest friend would censure is kept behind 
the curtain. The class-meeting, therefore, 
as well as the love-feast, is a hot-bed of pride, 
hypocrisy and concupiscence. The truly sin- 
cere are often disgusted and perplexed, but 
are unable to trace effects to their causes. 
What the Apostle prophesied would come to 
pass in the latter days is truly realized— 
‘‘ Know also that in the latter days shall 
come on dangerous times. Men shall be 
lovers of themselves, covetous, haughty, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
slanderers, incontinent, unmerciful, stubborn, 
puffed up, Jovers of pleasure more than God, 
having an appearance of godliness indeed, 
but denying the power thereof, ever learning 
and not able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.” And St. Jude speaks the same lan- 
guage, “ These men blaspheme the things 
which they know not, and what things they 
naturally know, as brute beasts in these they 
are corrupted. Wo to them for they have 
gone in the way of Cain, and after the error 
of Balaam—they have for reward poured out 
themselves, and have perished in the contra- 
diction of Core. These are clouds without 
water carried about by the winds, raging 
waves of the sea foaming out their own con- 
fusion, wandering stars, for whom is reserv- 
ed the storm of darkness for ever. These 
are murmurers full of complaints, walking 
ccording to their own dgsires, and their 
mouth speaketh proud things, admiring per- 
ons for gain-sake.”” Whatever springs from 
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Another instance similar to those [ have 
given in reference to love-feasts, now occurs 
to my mind in regard to class-meeting. An 
old leader, more venerable for his years and 
hoary locks than for his public and private 
virtues, but who pretended to be sanctified 
throughout bedy, soul, and spirit, was fond 
of making a parade of this before his class. 
“I have walked before God,” said he, “ for 
these 30 years, and have not deviated an 
hair’s breadth from the path of rectitude.” 
In the course of his examination of his mem- 
bers, he came to one who had been a mem- 
ber nearly as long as himself, and with much 
more regular consistency. ‘ Well, and how 
do matters stand betwixt God and thy soul? 
“ Alas! I cannot say as you have said, for I 
find myself a poor weak creature, every day 
ready to start aside from the path of justice.” 
Which of these was the most sincere and 
the best Christian, I leave the readers to 
judge. The scene ended with this same man 
wilfully, under pretence of religion, taking 
up money on a small estate, making over the 
same property to another person to the inju- 
ry of those persons who had depended on his 
undeviating rectitude, and he finally died the 
death of a pauper and vagabond! 

From all the above reasons, elass-meeting 
becomes a mere meeting for religious gossip, 
full of cant phrases, common-place questions 
and answers, and, what is worse, proud, ly- 


Hence, as its doctrines are made up partly 
of Catholic truth and partly of their own 
opinions, consequently Methodism will be 
partly good and partly evil. The preaching 
of the great doctrines of the Catholic church, 
human depravity, redemption by Christ, the 
necessity of repentance, faith, justification; 
and the certainty of deat, judgment, heaven 
and hell.. Such preaching gives to Metho- 
dism an appearance of good which deceives 
hundreds of sincere seekers of salvation in- 
to a persuasion that she is the church of God, 
But whatever flows from Methodism as a 
system bears the marks of error, deception, 
and impiety, described by the Apostles in 
the above cited passages. And how far she 
inspires just views into her ministers and 
members the following facts will disclose.— 
A young man, a Methodist, while railing 
against the Catholic religion, was asked whe- 
ther he would not embrace it if he knew it 
tobethe truth. ‘ No,” he replied, “ I would 
sooner go to hell.”. A preacher, not a hun- 
dred ie from this place, speaking of the 
author of this Appeal, said he-should think 
it no sin to drag him from the altar and mur- 
der him! And another endeavored 'to per- 
suade the person who communicated the fact: 
not to come to the Catholic chapel, because 
jhe congregation was poor. . 

How different is this from the spirit of the 
Catholie church? She requires humility, 
subordination, self-denial, mortification, obe- 
dience to the moral and evangelical law of 
God, and to the laws of the country and:au- 
thority of the civil magistrate—whether Hea- 
then, or Christian—whether Protestant, or 
Catholic. She teaches that the fabric, both 
of the active and passive virtues, must be 
erected on the ruins of pride, self-will, self- 
interest, and self-love. Her ministers are 
the property of God, the Church, and the 
People. They are literally the servants of 
the servants of God. No other cares are 
allowed to distract their minds—no other in- 
terests to divide their hearts. The rare 
equally dear to them as the rich. No eabin 


Methodism will be a general feature of it.@so loathsome but they are obliged to enter— 
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disease so infectious but they @re called§rights and liberties. But though I have notfher children, and exami < Weak ar" 
‘ Sy inhale . We are at once the Priests offasked you to follow me in the ranks of the Ca-Jwho conform to her ‘etinis a of all 


the Most High God—the Governors of hi 
Church—the Teachers of the Gospe 
the Fathers and Friends of our People. |: 
Priests we are consecrated to offer the Vic- 
tim for sin—as Governors, to preserve the 
unity and order of the body and kingdom o 
Christ—as Teachers, to preserve the deposit 
of faith pure from error, to defend it from 
the attacks of its enemies, and teach it to 
the world—and asthe Fathers and Friends 
of our people, to guide the wayward, instruct 
the ignorant, counsel the doubtful, comfort 
the sorrowful, strengthen the weak, confirm 
the wavering, help the needy according to 
our ability, and finally, to carry the benefit 
of religion confided to our ministry to the 
sick and dying, that we may console them in 
their affliction, and prepare them for their 
awful change. Of the Catholic religion it 
méay indeed be said she is the daughter of 
Heaven, the parent of all our virtues, the 
guardian of all our pleasures; who alone 
ives peace and contentment, divests the 
feart of care and the life of trouble, pours 
on the mind a flood of joy, and sheds perpe- 
tual and unmingled sunshine on the virtuous 
breast. What the wise man says of wisdom 
is truly personified in the church. Happy 
is the man that findeth wisdom, and he who 
getteth understanding, for the merchandize 
thereof is better than the merchandize of sil- 
ver, and the gain thereof better than pure gold. 
Length of days are in her right hand, and in 
ber left hand riches and honors; her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
ace. ie is this that gives the pious Catho- 
ic that solid satisfaction, that unalterable 
stability, that final perseverance, which is no 
“where to be found but in the bosom of this 
ehurch, nor possible to be enjoyed but in this 
channel of divine grace. 

Come, then, my Methodist brethren, fol- 
low my example. Abandon that self-author- 
ized, self-interested, and dangerous associa- 
tion called the Conference. As Christians 
you ought to do it—as Englishmen you ought 
to do it—as fathers of your families you ought 
to do it—and as members of the body politjc 
you ought todo it. There are no interests 
which can be a sufficient feason for support- 
ing that assumed dominion. No spiritual 
benefits which you cannot enjoy separated 
fromher. You have nothing to lose by aban- 
doning her, but you have every thing to gain 
by doing it. Do not be affrighted by her 
cries of perdition, or deceived by her pre- 
tensions to a divine inspiration. Like the 
old Saxon warrior, strike your javelin through 
the walls of the enchanted temple, and bid 
defiance to its sombre brow. You may think 
I dream of danger: but remember, I say 
again, what the Puritans have done. Re- 
member what the Presbyterian Covenanters 
have done. Remember what the French 
Philosophers have done. And what has been 
the result of such pretensions, and far less 
organized bodies, may be done again. Re- 
member what you owe to your country, your 
families and your neighbors. If you are 
afraid of following me into the Catholic 
church, then, I say, go back to the church 
of England; or, at least, adopt some form 








tholic church, which our fathers filled for sofifind them proclaiming these vi 
any centuries, yet I will say, follow me soffeasts and class-meetings, 
far as to examine with candour and honesty§them practising them in an heroic ma 
the doctrines and claims of this church. thus confounding the calumnies of wick? 
This you are bound to do, or you will befed men. In short, you will find her reali 
speechless when God interrogates you. fing in every age the declaration of God oq 
have explored the way before you, and I re-§the Prophet—‘‘ No weapon that is formed 
collect some of my most candid friendsfagainst thee shall prosper, and every ton 
amongst the Methodists used te say, He is}that shall rise in judgment against thee » on 
deceived, let him alone for atime, he will seefshalt condemn. This is the heritage of ihe 
the evils of Popery and will return. Toffservants of the Lord, and their righteousness 
such persons I ama debtor, and I thank themfjis of me, said the Lord.” 
kindly for their candour. Bat I willtellthemj Iremain, my dear brethren, your obedi- 
what, by this time, they ought to know—Ifent servant in Christ, 


rtues in love- 
but you will fing 
















































have examined Popery—I have been within J. A. MASON 
the vail—I have turned over its foldings—f Stourbridge, April 30, 1827. ( 
traced its labyrinths—proved its machinery — EE 


and every day demonstrates that it is wrought 
of God. So completely am I a Papist, and 
wish to be so, that could I discover one fibre 
of Methodism, 1 would tear it from my heart. 
And if you will not believe, or rely on one 
example, look at the thousands of Catholics 
from all jparts of the world that seek our 
shores. if the Catholic religion was so tyr- 
rannical—so slavish and hostile to the rights 
and liberties of men—so evil in itself—so 
ruinous in its effects—Why do these men 
cling to it with fond embraces?—Why so 
stanch, and steady, and persevering?—And 
that in a country where every encouragement 
is given to their apostasy, and every insult 
heaped on their profession. My brethren, it 
speaks for itself! No man that loves order, 
and eonscience, and virtue, is ever weary of 
the Catholic religion. Nay, more, scarcely 
one in ten thousand even of the vicious part 
of these straying foreigners, ever repudiates 
his religion from his breast. They are unal- 
terable in the midst of unfaithfulness. Ca- 
tholicity, Llovethee! ‘ The joy of the whole 
earth is Mount Sion. Go round about her 
—count her towers—mark well her bulwarks 
—declare it to be the generations to come, 
God is known in her palaces for a refuge.” 
Be not you, therefore, my Methodist breth- 
ren, like the man who would sooner go to hell 
than be a Catholic. Examine this faith and 
church, and examine it in its proper sources, 
with sincerity and truth. Form your views 
not from the misstatements of her enemies, 
but from the church herself, who alone is ca- 
pable of explaining to you her own doctrines; 
and you will find that this church has all the 
marks of the true church of Christ. She 
was instituted by him: to her he gave his 
promises that he would build her upon a rock, 
and that the gates of hell should not prevail 
against her; that he would give to her his 
spirit to guide her into all truth, and remain 
with her for ever. On her authority you are 
obliged to depend for the authenticity and in- 
spiration of the New Testament. She alone 
is One in doctrine and unity of members.— 
She is Holy in doctrine and in many thous- 
ands of her children. She is Catholic, or 
Universal in duration and extent; teachin 
all nations in all ages. She is apostolical, 
having her doctrine, her orders, and her mis- 
sion from them. The tree, therefore, is good 
—so is*its fruit. Look at the noble army o 
martyrs in this church—the holy company off wish to be candid and explicit, for this I con- 
saints who have illustrated her. Look at the§sider is the only way that will lead us to the 
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BROMSGROVE, Serr. 16, 1814, 


Rev. Sir.—Your obliging letter of the 
10th inst. I received, and I return you many 
thanks for the favour; it was more than what 
I had any reason to expect, had I not, from 
the representation of your friend, been cop- 
vinced that you had piety and zeal for the 
salvation of souls in proportion to the spiri- 
tual knowledge which you possessed. [ ger. 
tainly agree with you that it is the indispen- 
sable and absolute duty of every manto judge 
for himself in all things, in which the salyg. 
tion of his soul is concerned. It is, Tac. 
knowledge, adviseable for every ‘one, who 
can, to read the scriptures, or to “ search 
the scriptures;” but yet I do not see how 
this is to lead every body into the way of 
truth: and my.reason is, because there are 
many who cannot read, and a great many 
more who cannot understand when the seri 
tures are read unto them. To such heen 
as these, the injunction to ‘ search the serip- 
tures” would be a nugatory injunction. For 
them, therefore, there must be another source 
of information, distinct from the scriptares, 
Consequently, your rule cannot be general. 
Indeed, from the examination I have been 
able to make, there are very few among the 
Protestants who “search the scriptures,” 
and apply to no other source for information. 
The opinions of men seem to have as much 
weight with them as the word of God. Your 
flock, for example, are guided by your 
explanations and interpretations; and their 
religious creed is formed as much by lis 
tening to your discourses, as by reading 
the scriptures at home. If this be the case, 
it seems to me that no other conclusion can 
be drawn than that the bible and the bible 
alone is not the only rule of faith to Protest- 
ants in general. I may be wrong, and if you 
see where my error lies, I hope you will be 
so obliging as to point it out to me. i 

There is another subject which I particu- 
larly wish to be informed about, and that is, 
the difference between the church of Rome 
and the Protestant churches, If you have 
leisure, allow me to. request that you will 
point out the difference as to the principal, 
or fundamental points between the two church- 
es, and the causes that led to the separation, 
whether religious, or political, or both. 





more swith our liberties. To rally 
round the standard of the church of England 


will not betray us into the power of this dan- 
gerous body—it will at least continue our 


toilsome labors and painful sufferings of her§knowledge of the truth. You tell me that 
ministers and missionaries. Read the in-fyou have other works upon the subject, on & 
structions and devotions which she gives to" larger scale than those you have sent me.— 
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= . , . . : f | aie M Ss 7 : . ‘ wae a ‘ 4 
ve the goodness to lend mefitheir views of the leading doctrines of topics, however, you will gain aa 
: ps ie Oa should esteem it aj Bible, but differ in their opimions on church#light, much more than can be given byalet~ = = 
. at favor, and the greatest care shall beg government, and all of them without er, if you read the books that Ihave sent - — 
a taken of them. For, as I think we cannotiition stand opposed to the church of Rome.ffyou. Once more reminding you of the former a 
* be too circumspect in our choice, certainlygTo know in what they differ from that church, part of this letter, and entreating you to con- ae 
‘4 the best authors are the best to consult.— ll refer a= to page 35 of Bennet’s Memorialfisider the salvation of your soul, as an affair ~4 
a The small tract you mention in your letter,gof the Reformation, which accompanies thisfof great importance. I shall conclude, by qi 
wherein the leading sentiments are. statedgletter, where you will find the Catholic creed; praying for you, and beseeching you most: a 
ji ~ and answered, I have not received. F sup- and I observe thaf they all disbelieve every#ifervently to pray for yourself, that the eyes. 4 
e pose you mislaid it. I have read the Histo- article that is there specified as added by thefof your understandir may be opened, clear-. 3 
ae ry of Andrew Dunn, but it had a contrarygCouncil of Trent to the Nicene Creed.—fly to perceive, cordially to embrace, and dili- “a 
e effect on me from what was intended. I will—They all agree in rejecting the Pope as the gently to follow the truth as it is in Jesus, a 
3 give it and the other tracts all the attentionfhead of the church, and deny his claims to remain yours to serve, k 
which they merit. Your favoring me withgthis dominion as an unscriptural and abomi- Quieres . 
i- further remarks and advice upon the subject§inable usurpation. To know wherein the pro- To Mr. Langley, Bromsgrove, 4 
will very much oblige, testant churches, further differ from the P.-S. Please to return the books, now A 
fev. Sir, ' fipish and each other, you must be acquaintedisent, when you have finished them. You are- B. 
Your most respectful and obedient servant,™with the views particular to each. To knowBwelcome to them, however, as long as.you ‘3 
WM. LANGLEY. ithe opinions of the church of England, youlldesire them; if it be for the whole winter. 
To the Rev. * *——, Birmingham. can read the 39 articles in the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. The doctrinal views of the . 
church of Scotland, and the great majority BROMSGROVE, Ocr. 7th, 1814, ° - 
" BIRMINGHAM, Szrr. 26, 1814. fof dissenters are like those of the church Rev. Sir,—lI duly received your kind let-. 
y Sin,—My numerous engagements must be England, but they differ in their sentimentsiiter of the 26th ult. andthe books. As I de- 
at my excuse for not replying to your last letterffon church government. The affairs of theficlared to you in the beginning, so I declare 
" till now. Before I proceed to a considera-§Scotch church are directed by a general as-fito you now, that I have no other object in: 
% tion of its inquiries concerning the Protest-{sembly of their ministers, which form is call-§view than to be enlightened, and to discover 
° ant and Popish churches, will you allow meffed the Presbyterian, while the dissenters areflwhether what my friend has said, concerning. 
4 to suggest to you a hint, or two concerning§icalled Independents, because each congrega-fithe errors of the church of Rome, be true, 
% the true nature of real religion,—hints whichfition manages its own concerns, and is inde-for not. In you, Sir, I had no doubt but 
" are of importance to every one, but moreffpendent of all the rest. These differences§should find a man who had made it his study 
e articularly appropriate to a person who hasflyou will see illustrated in different parts offfto learn the doctrine of the church of Rome. 
# ived in communion with the latter of these Bennet’s Memorial. If you wish to see the§impartially, and I expected that your love. of 
" two religious bodies. Religion, Sir, doesfleading doctrines of popery refuted by pro-§God and your neighbor would not have suf-. 
* not consist merely in the adoption of certainjtestant arguments, you can read the otherfifered you to declare publicly and officially, — 
h opinions, however scriptural they may be,fivolume which I have sent, which consists offfas minister of the God of truth, that. this. 
W nor in the performance of certain externalffa series of discourses preached against the§church was corrupt in her manners and cor-. 
if forms of devotion; these are but a part offferrors of the church of Rome, by some dis-frupt in her principles, unless you had learn-. 
e true godliness, they are as its body; but afjsenting ministers. You also wished to beged from unquestionable. authority, that what 
y disposition of mind to submit to God’s will,finformed of the cause which led to the sepa-fyou advanced was true.. In applying, there- 
7 to obey his commands, to delight in his favor,fration of the protestant from the papist.—fore, to you I exulted in the expectation that 
» to prepare for the eternal enjoyment of his§This separation you are aware is denomina-§things hitherto hidden. from + eyes would 
"f presence, is its animating soul. Religion isfted the reformation, which, like many otherffbe brought to light, and that I should see. 
. a thing of the heart, there it fixes its resi-—great changes, was small in its beginning, and§things in their true colors. As yet my ex- 
e dence, there it begins its work. The sumfaided in its progress by numerous and exceed-§pectations have not been realized. I wish, 
.. and substance of all piety towards God are in-finglvy various events. The great lcading§Sir, to be candid with you, for candor and 
l. cluded in our Saviour’s words: “ ‘Thou shalt§icause was, the dreadful errors and corrup-§truth I consider as inseparable ¢ ions. 
5 love the Lord thy God with all thy heart.”’§tions of the church of Rome, which led good§My expectations have not been realized, , 
e Without this, men may change their opinions,§men, in different ages of the world, to in-§You ought, Sir, to have reflected, that I was r 
” and still not change their real condition with#iquire into her claims, and to perceive howga Catholic, and to have supposed that FE had 
. relation to an eternal world. The two great§unscriptural were her constitution and herfidevoted sufficient time to the study of my re- 
h parts of the religion of the Bible, are these,ftenets. The great Luther was the man cho-§ligion to have known what are its principles. 
i faith in Jesus Christ for the pardon of ourfisen by Jehovah to expose to Europe the er-§both of faith and morality. In your remarks, 
* sins, and the renovation of our corrupt na-§rors of popery, which he did with such forcegtherefore, upon the doctrine of my chureh, 
it ture by the influence of the Holy Ghost, an-Jof scriptural argument as to lead off great§you ought to have been particularly solici-~ ‘ 
» swerable to the two great blessings we have§multitudes from its communion, and laid the§tous to keep close to truth, and not to have ae 
g lost by the. fall, namely, the favor and theffoundation of the protestant interest. Toflaid any thing to her charge which she did 
e, image of God. Hence we are required tofassist him in this great work, many coadju-§not acknowledge to be her own. This, Sir, E 
0 believe in Jesus Chsist for eternal life, andjitors were raised up by the power of God, ot§is what you have not attended to. I am rea- 
le to seek a new heart. You will excuse these§whose labors and their success you will find—dy to allow that you have not erred wilfully. 4 
t- remarks which are suggested to caution yougja short account in Bennet’s Memorial. But as a teacher of a numerous and respee~ 
“ against the mistake that real religion consistsgless likely and less honorable cause led togtable flock, and as an animated and prolix 
re merely in the opinion of the judgment. Now[{the reformation in England. Henry the 8thideclaimer against the Catholic church, you 
the great error of the church of Rome, is,§quarrelled with the Pope for not sanctioning§ought to have been well acquainted with her + 
+ that it corrupts and obscures these necessary@his divorce from his queen, and from thatgtenets, and not have exposed yourself tothe 4 
s,. ao of vital godliness. You wish to be in-§time threw off the yoke of the Roman Pon-fdanger of detailing calumnies and slan | ; 
6 ormed of the precise points of difference be-tiff. For a long time, however, protestantismdefiling the chair of truth with falsehoods, ‘ 
8 tween the protestant and the popish church-fin England, as you will perceive from Ben-gand leading your flock into the pastures of 
ill es. In answering this question, I must re-finet, was only popery under another head,™the father of ****, instead of into the pas- 4 
1, mark, that there are many protestant church-ftill, in subsequent reigns, the church of Eng-§tures of the God of truth. The friends with ; 
h- es. There is the Lutheran church, which isgland was more purged from popish errors:jwhom you converse, or the multitude before 
, established in many parts of the continent offand in the reign of Elizabeth, became what{which you preach, may not, perhaps, be able : 
I Europe. The Greek church in Russia.—fit now is. The singular circumstance which§to discover when your delineation of our prin- 4 
rts The church of England. The church led to the 4a ge in England, by no i iples is correct and when it is not. But. a 
he Scotland. And besides these, there are thefpartial mind, will be considered any objecti is, Sir, is.no excuse for you; they have ' 
a churches of the various denominations of dis-§ito protestantism. The great question is, placed their confidence in a yous andthe great 
" senters, All these, except the Greek church,fhow a change has been effected, but whetherger number of them give almost as much ere- 
og and some of the sects of dissenters, agree in®it be beneficial and salutary in itself. On-dit te your words (and miore gredit when 
4 
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swer. In the meantime I shall be prepari 
my reflections upon your letters and upon the 
substance of the books which you were so 
kind as to sendtome. Praying that the God 
of truth may lead us both into the ways of, 
truth and holiness, 
I remain, Rev. Sir, 
With every sentiment of respect and esteem, 
Your humble servant, 
WILLIAM LANGLEY. 


* , Birmingham. 


= “speaking against Catholie) es they do toth 
: ~seriptures themselves. For you, therefore 


not to have obtained a correct knowledge of 
our doctrine is inexcusable, and the whole 
responsibility arising from the wrong opi 
ions which your flock may form concerning 
our doctrines must fall upon you, 

I acknowledge, Sir, that there is a grea’ 
degree of severity in this remark. Perhaps 
my candor has carried me too far. But, Sir, 
how could I retain my words when I found§ To the Reu. * 


that even to a Catholic you would bring for- 
ward accusations against his religion, which 
FROM THE CATHOLIC MISCELLANY. 


he knows to be, and you ought to know, are 
FRANCIS PATRICK, 


unfounded? Perhaps it would be more jus- 

tifiable in me were I to say at once, that pre- : 

judice threw a veil over your eyes, and that By te greet FI. — i sere a 

your ignorance of our tenets was owing to the Apostolic See, Bishop of Arath, a o- 
adjutor of the my hiladelphia,— 

To the Clergy and Lavy of the Diocess of 


the prejudices and ignorance of those from 
whom you imbibed your religious principles. Philadelphis: Grace to yeu, an peace from 
God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 


But this would be adding insult; for, as a 

man of sense and understanding, I ought to Chri 

suppose (according to your own rule of faith) -hrist. 

that you were unbiassed in your sentimentsg The approach of the holy season of Lent 

by human authority, and were guided by theffinduces us to address you, venerable breth- 

scriptures alone. But I will not press thisgren of the clergy, and beloved brethren of, 

subject any farther. I will only ask, whe-the laity, in order to excite you to the more 

ther it be just that I should suffer my faith tofperfect observance and sanctification of this 

z be shaken by assertions without proof, andgacceptable time, these days of salvation.— 

by accusations which I know to be unfound- During the short period that has elapsed since 
we were promoted to the Episcopal dignity, 
and invested with the episcopal jurisdiction 


ed. I do not wish to put’ a stop to our 

correspondence, by declaring that een: rISCC 
for the government of this diocess, we have 
witnessed with inexpressible satisfaction, both 


shall induce me to forsake my religion. 

still make the declaration which I before 

«made, that I will renounce it as soon as it is during our residence in the city, and during 

proved to me that it is falsified and corrupt-§our episcopal visitation, your strong attach- 
ment to the divine principles of our holy re- 
ligion, your profound veneration for the epis- 


ed. Be so good, Sir, therefore to recollect 
that I am a Catholic, and that I know my re- 

copal authority, your generous liberality in 
erecting temples for divine worship, and in 


ligion; and do not entertain a hope that you 
will be able to draw me from my faith by any ple 
other arguments than the arguments of truth.§works of christian charity, and your earnest 
Give a just account of our tenets, and provegefforts to advance in the practice of every 
to me that they are in opposition to the scrip-§christian virtue. With what unutterable de- 
tures, and then I will yield to you. I am aflight did our soul overflow, when on occasion 
man of sincerity, and as such, I will not yieldfjof the late Jubilee in this city, we beheld 
to any thing but sincere conviction. Youfhundreds and thousands, many of whom had 
would not wish me to yield to any thing else.fffor years been estranged from the practices 
That you may be enable to discuss the sub-fof religion, thronging to the tribunal of re- 
ject in a manner more agreeable to truth, andgconciliation! How great was our edification 
with greater prospect of success, I will, in agand joy, when we perceived many who avail- 
subsequent letter, point out to you the differ-ed themselves of our ministry, melting into 
ence between the doctrines of my church, as§tears, as they recounted their transgressions, 
they really are, and as they are misrepresent-gand acknowledging with the most lively com- 
ed by you and by the authors of those booksgpunction, that by sad experience they had 
known that it was an evil and a bitter thing 
to have forsaken the Lord their God! With 


which you have sent me. I will tell you 
what ecstasy of soul did we seal the covenant 


what are the real tenets of the church o 

Rome. I will then leave it to you to prove 
of allegiance to God, which they renewed 
with us as his ambassador, with that blood 


that they are in contradiction to the scrip 

tures. If you succeed, I will yield to you,jwit! 

But if you cannot succeed, you must allow which was shed for many for the remission 

me to keep up my character as a man of sin-§of sins! The flame of mutual affection which 

cerity and truth, and to adhere to that which,gjwas enkindled in your hearts, excited our ad- 

by a man in opposition to me, a man of emi-§miration whilst it ascended to heaven, with 

nence and learning, and piety (according tojmore grateful odor than that of the ancient 

the opinion of his followers,) cannot be prov-Bholocausts. -Bohold, we exclaimed, how good 
and how delightful it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity; and seeing that as genu- 


ed to be false. I venerate the scriptures as 
ine disciples of Christ, you had but one heart, 


much as you do. But until such time as it 

be proved that the scriptures are against me, 
and one soul, we gave thanks to our God al- 
ways for you, for the grace of God that was 


[shall continue as 1 am. I presume that 

this challenge will not be refused. I have nogw ; 

doubt but you have coufidence in your ownfigivea you in Christ Jesus, that in all things 
you were made rich in him, in every word, 
and in all knowledge. Whilst we thus pour- 


abilities, and in the justice of your cause, 

backed as you say it is, by the word of God, 
ed forth our hearts in thanksgiving to the Fa- 
her of mercies, and God of all consolation, 


You will have nothing thcrefore to fear from 
a poor mechanic, who, in your opinion, has 

who had so wonderfully comforted us at the 
very commencement of our episcopacy, we, 


not that powerful auxiliary, the inspired writ- 
"J shell wait with impatience for your an- with all the earnestness of our soul, implored 






































































ings in his favor. 









































him to vouchsafe to c 100d worl 
which he himself had ae Ye 
og ae Sree breath 
ight these delightful fruits i 
indulgence. With an errr = 
with aes confidence in his 
mercy, we still put forth the same i 
tion; beseeching him through the Pe 
his eternal Son, our Redeemer, Christ Jes 
to perfect your pious dispositions . 
der you careful to keep the unity 
rit in the bond of peace: one bod 
spirit; as you are called in one ho 
vocation. We hope, through the inet 
cy, to see these scenes of piety, so delight. 
ful to the angels, and so advantageous to 
yourselves, renewed during the hol 
of Lent; at which time the church 
all her tender solicitude to recall si 
repentance, and to elevate the thoughts and 
affections of all her children, from the sen- 
sible gratifications of this world, to the divine 
enjoyments of the next. 


t; and never to 


heart, but yet 
grace and 


» and to rena 
of the Spi- 
Y and one 


divine mer- 


Y Season 
employs 
nners to 


The observance of the fast of forty days, 


previous to the celebration of the resurrec. 
tion of our Lord, is, as you are aware, a faint 
imitation of the total abstinence from all s 

cies of food which he practised forty days in 
the desert. From the apostolic times we dis- 
cover, in the various monuments of christian 
antiquity, evidences that this fast was ob- 
served by all the professors of the gospel, 
The rigor which prevailed in those eq 

times in regard to this observance, is a sub. ; 
ject of serious. reproach to many amongst 2 
who for most trivial reasons, or without the 
slightest pretext, violate the present mitigat-° 
ed discipline. Our ancestors in faith ab- 
stained, during the whole time of Lent, from 
the use of flesh-meat, and from various other 
species of food; contenting themselves for 
the most part, with a scanty meal of legumes, 
which they took, not until after sun-set, to 
support exhausted nature. The diminution 
of primitive fervor, and perhaps the deterio- 
ration of the human constitution, have induc- 
ed a universal relaxation of this penitential 
severity. Towards you it appears to-us ex- 
pedient to use still greater indulgence than 
is permitted in many parts of the chureh, 
considering as we do the peculiar difficulties 
under which you labor. We therefore avail 
ourselves of the faculties granted to us by 
the holy see, have thought proper to allow 
the use of flesh-meat on certain days, and te 
grant other relaxations of discipline which 
we have specified in regulation for the obser- 
vance of lent, subjoined to this our pastoral 
charge. These concessions shall be consid- 
ered as renewed in the ensuing years, until 


recalled by us, or by our lawful successors in 


the exercise of episcopal jurisdiction in this 
diocess. 


The liberality wherewith we use in your 
favor the powers entrusted to us, will, we 
trust, animate you to observe, with greater 
alacrity and fervor, the law so far mitigated. 
We are fully persuaded, that if you are pen- 
etrated with a deep sense of the enormity of 
sin, and the severity of those punishments 
wherewith the divine justice visits it, you will 


‘not only scrupulously avoid any infringement 


of the rules which we have prescribed; but 
cheerfully practice much more than we have 
ventured to exact. The difficulties of your 
situation, and the danger to which you are 
exposed of transgressing the strict peniten- 
tial observance, are just reasons for our re- 
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strike with the fist wickedly,.-Do not fast 
you have done until this oh to make your 
to be heard on high. ill you call this 
a fast, and a day acceptable tothe Lord? Is 
not this rather the fast that the Lord has cho- 
wen? loose the bands of wickedness. Now 
therefore saith the Lord: be converted to me 
with all your heart, in fasting, and in weep- 
ing, and in mourning—and rend your hearts, 
and not your garments, and turn to the Lord 
God: for he is gracious and merciful, 
jent and rich in mercy. 

Venerable brethren, you have a duty not 
1éss important to perform, in weeping before 
God forthe sins of your people. Blessed are 
those pastors, who penetrated with a deep 
fiorror for sin and glowing with an ardent 
love of God, mourn for the crimes whereby 
he is offended: for they shall be comforted 
by seeing their strayed children return hum- 
bled and repentant. When your voice shall 
sound in vain in the ear of the obdurate sin- 
fer, prostrate yourselves in prayer before the 
alter of God, and weep over your delinquent 
children; and we will not hesitate to assure, 
as an ancient Bishop did the afflicted Moni- 
ea—it is impossible that the son of such tears 
should perish. You then, O priests, minis- 
ters of the Lord, must now, between the 

rch and the altar, weep and say—spare, O 

rd, spare thy people. Never will you 
preach with such efficacy, as when your pray- 
ets and your tears will have previously ob- 
tained from him in whose hands are the hearts 
of men, that grace whereby they are mollifi- 
ed, and prepared for the seed of life eternal. 
The example of your ardent zeal, and un- 
feigned piety, will give power and authority 
to your words, which the graces of human 
diction are incapable of imparting. 

Whilst we thus exhort you, venerable breth- 
ren, to promote the interests. of religion in 
your respective flocks, we cannot conclude 
without recommending to your prayers, the 
ge and harmony of the whole diocess. 

e have given you, and all others, sufficien 
evidence, that we have only in view the glo- 
ry of God, and the salvation of souls, in all 
that we undertake. Our exercise of the 


Delivered on last Sunday Eveni 
. meng 
Right Rev. Bishop fom . 


The Bishop commenced wi ; 
that he should take for oe eho nA 
Lecture this evening that part of the Cal. 
vinist Doctor’s discourse which related 

St. Peter’s having been at Rom “ 
successors’ supremacy. He then read f; 








We have received no official intelligence 
of the death of his Holiness Pope Pius VIII. 
Many circumstances, however, induce us to 
believe that the report istrue. This distin- 
guished Pontiff, whose name, before his elec- 
tion to the Papal throne, was Francis Zave- 
ius Castiglione, was born in [759, in the 
town of Cingolie, nearly 100 miles distant 
from Rome, of one of the most distinguished 
families of Italy. | Nature liberally endowed 
him with a mind intuitive and powerful. He 
gave satisfactory proofs of its early and rapid 
developement, by his vast acquirements in 
Literature and Science. Rome beheld him 
as one of the first Classical Scholars of the 
age. His youthful mind felt a strong pas- 
sion for the ecclesiastical life, and he success- 
fully-rose through the various degrees of the 
Catholic hierarchy. He attained the exalt- 
ed station of Cardinal, under Pope Pius VII. 
who predicted:that the day would come, when 
Cardinal Castiglione would wear the Crown. 
The propheey was verified; on the last o 
March, 1829, he was elected as Visible 
Head of the Church of Christ. The C€on- 
clave contained fifty one voters, and: his own 
was the only vote that opposed: his election. 
Previous to this, he was Bishop of Frascati, 
and performed the duties of Grand Peniten- 
tiary. 

His solid piety, engaging manners and 
splendid talents endeared him to all his ex- 
tensive acquaintance.—May he rest in peace, 
and may another successor to St. Peter, 
episcopal authority has been, and shall con-gShortly arise, whose firm faith, fervent piety, 
tinue to be mild and paternal, but at the same§jand uncompromising zeal will shed a new 


~ Hore “7 vowel Bee. compe lustre upon that Church, against which the 
which have been e o us, we . 
oil thaistain at every peril, and at every sa- gates of hell shall never prevail. Amen. 
crifice: though we trust that we shall not 
have occasion to use the spiritual sword wit 
which God has armed us, when he placed us 
at the entrance of the sanctuary, to guard i 
against the pollution of the unworthy mi 
ister, or the profane tread of the stranger. 
Now the dod of peace, who brought agai 
from the dead the great pastor of the sheep, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in the blood of the 
everlasting testament, make you perfect in 
évery good work, that you may do his will: 
working in you that which is well pleasing 
iw his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom 
is glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


Given at Philadelphia, this 10th day, 
January, in the year of our Lord 1831, th 
first year of our Episcopacy. 

+ FRANCIS. PATRICK, 


PM he bishop of Philodehce 


By oniler. Jno. Huouzs, Sec’ry,. 


relation to this matter, viz: that “so far f 
Peter having been the first Rothan utie | 
Pope, there was no supreme Christian Pontiff tit 
more than 600 years after the Christian era that 
previous to thal time those Bishops who dé. 
ed pre-eminent authority and privileges were: 
not respected as such by others, nor by the Chrig.. 
tian Church.” And this, said the Bisbop. 
he asserts gravely from the Chair of Tet 
He who as a minister of the Gospel is bound 
to give the best information in his power to 
those who look up to him for instruction ana 
counsel, and who, ¢onsequently, is equally 
bound by that sacred regard, which as 
Christian minister he ought to have for the 
truth, and the welfare of those who have 
committed. themselves to his pastoral care,, 
to employ all his talents, and to use all hig. sh 
industry to discover the same. Whetherthe | 
charge of malice, or of consummate j Be: 
rance of all Ecclesiastical history, said the > Ch. 
Bishop, will better apply to him in the pree 7) 
sent instance—he would leave to the goof ” 
judgment of the audience: that one thing was. | 
certain, he had taken upon himself to deny — 
facts, which were universally acknowledged 
throughout the Christian world for more than. 
thirteen hundred years without any, the least 
contradiction;—facts, which. had been attest- 
ed by the most learned and by, the best men 
of antiquity,—by those same men who had 
testified to and. handed down to him the serip- 
tures themselves; and whose testimony, im 
this respect, he would certainly not dare to. 
contradict ;—facts, which had been attested 
by all the Kings and Emperors who had liv- 
ed within the period alluded to, and who cer- 
tainly ought to be supposed to have taken all 
necessary pains to inquire into and ascertain 
what so immediately concerned themselves, 
and the states which they governed ;—facts, 
which had been attested by some of the ear 
liest and best informed * pagan writers, mem 
whose testimony in relation to things of this 
nature could not certainly be questioned;— 
facts, which had been avowed and admitted 
by the heads of the Protestant reformation 
itself,—which had been acknowledged by the 
leaders of the Calvinists in France and in 
Holland, and which all the most learned and 
respectable among Protestants of every, de- 
nomination of Christians had ever pronoune- 
ed incontestable. Such, said the Bishop, aré 
the facts which this bold, and if he himself 
really believed what he advanced, he must 
say, extremely ignorant Preacher had taken, 
upon himself to deny, preferring to adopt the 
pinion, or rather the wild assertion of a few 
obseure,, illiterate modern fanatics, rather 
an yield to the overwhelming testimony 
all antiquity, or be influenced by the com 
viction of really learned Protestants, who 
, —— 
_* Ammianus Marcellinus, the historian of Julian, te 
apostate. 















The Ladies and Gentlemen of Boston are 
respectfully informed that the next Lecture 
will be given in the church of the “ Holy 
Cross,” at half past six o’clock, on Sun- 
day Evening next, by the Very Rev. T. J. 
O’Fiaherty; and that arrangements will be 
made, so as to obviate the necessity of their 
remaining without doors’ for any length o 
time. The doors will be thrown open imme- 
diately after Vespers, and the committee o 
arrangement will consider it a duty, and fee 
pleasure in accommodating with seats suc 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the various den 
minations as may be disposed to hear th 
atholic Lectures. 
bcp There are no stoves either in, or w 
der the church. The committee of vigilanc 


will see that no disorder, or danger shall 
from without. 
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earth, it would be in the Church of Rome only 
that they could find the communion of which 
they were members.” 

The Bishop afterwards examined the other 
assertion of the Calvinist Dr. in relation to 
the supremacy of the Popes. He brought a 
host of ancient Fathers and Councils to prove 
that the Popes had always, even from the 
earliest days of Christianity, been considered 
supreme, and in the light of successors of St. 
Peter throughout the Christian world, and 
had ever been respected and obeyed as such. 
To corroborate this fact, he adduced also a 
number of Protestant authorities who admit- 
ted it. Among these he cited John Calvin 
and Martin Luther, king James, Thorndyke, 
Grotius, Leibnitz, Melancthon and others. 
He combatted the objection of the Rev. Dr. 
drawn from John of Constantinople, who had 
assumed the title of Gicumenical Bishop. 
He proved from: Anastasius Bibliothecarius 
and ers that John did not by this title 
claim ‘Any primacy over all the world, nor did 
his successors claim it. On the contrary, he 
on all occasions acknowledged the suprema- 
cy of the Pope; and so did his immediate 
successors. St. Gregory condemned the ar- 
rogant title; Ist, because it seemed to import 
a jurisdiction over the whole church, which 
did not belong to the Bishop of Constantino- 
ple; 2ndly, because it seemed to imply that 
he was the only Bishop; or at least 3rdly, 
that all other Bishops were his deputies. A 
dignity so peculiar to Christ, that it could 
not without blasphemy be attributed to any 
other. That St. Gregory understood it thus, 
was evident from what he wrote to the Em- 
press. “It is a lamentable thing to be forc- 
ed to suffer patiently,” said he, “ that by a 
general contempt my brother and fellow bi- 
shop John endeavors to be called the only 
Bishop.” 

Such, said the Bishop, was the volume of 
respectable testimony which he was able to 
adduce in opposition to the ignorant and ri- 
diculous assertions of his Calvinist opponent; 
assertions, which he was persuaded, he would 
never have dared to make, had he looked, 
for a moment, into the original works of the 
writers of the first six hundred years of the 
Christian era, and had he drawn from those 
pure fountains of correct Eeclesiastical in- 
formation, instead of having slavishly pinned 
himself down to the sleeve of a few flimsy 
modern writers, and taken their ignorant as- 
sertions for undoubted facts. The Bishop, 
after briefly recapitulating the argument and 
the evidence, and apologizing for having 
trespassed so long upon the patience of his 
numerous and respectable audience upon 
points which appeared so very clear, con- 
cluded.— 
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THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 





A happy enlightening of the public mind 
has lately taken place in relation to the con- 
duct and standing, of “ The American Bible 
Society,” towards one of its branches, estab- 
lished in Ulster county, N. Y., and the peo- 
ple generally. 

It would seem that an intelligent gentle- 
man, the Rev. Dr. Romeyn, having cause for 


of the parent society,—introduced a resolu- 
tion into the “‘ Auxiliary Bible Society of Ul- 
ster County”—requiring information of the 
“ Parent Society” on the subject.—The re- 


which shall be shown in the sequel. 


pedient, that the American Bible Society 
should publish a Full, circumstantial; and par- 
ticular account and Siatemeni of All the con- 
cerns and transactions of that institution, 


gether with the sums paid their agents and 
the contracts for printing, binding, &c. &c. 
for the information of its auxiliaries and pa- 
trons, and the public at large.” 

That the auxiliary society had the right to 
demand for themselves and the public, an ex- 
position of the matters referred to, none can 
deny,—and that the refusal on the part of the 
** narent society” to give such exposition, is as 
much as to acknowledge dishonesty and 
fraud, in their transactions, every sensible 
and unprejuaiced person must admit. 

Among other reasons which the parent so- 
ciety deemed satisfactory for not publishing 
their proceedings, are—‘‘ That it would be 
improper to publish the minutia of contracts 
with mechanics,” and that ‘* such minuli@ can 
be seen by any fiiend of the society, who has 
the desire to see them, and will go and exa- 
mine the books !!”,—What a palpable and 
low evasion of the question. How would it 
be possible for every individual who might be 
“friendly” to the oslensible objects of the so- 
ciety to examine the books?—What! go per- 
haps hundreds of miles—and waste time and 
money to ascertain that—which if mere ho- 
nesty and morality were the motto of the 
Bible Society—every man would ascertain, 
in a spare moment, by his fireside. Let us 
not be blind to their schemes,—already do 
they, like the serpent, warmed into life, turn 
and wound, by injustice, the source from 
whence they were cherished,—and if their 
power were equal to their will, we should all 
soon feel the venom of their fangs. Want of 
room forbids further comment;—we merely 
for the present request the attention of our 
readers to that part of the following remarks, 
relating to the salaries of some of these gen- 
tlemen, who would make the world believe, 
they are engaged in God’s service,—The 
remarks are trom the “ Ulster Plebian.” 








It appears as we anticipated, that the cry 
of “infidelity,” has been raised against Dr. 
Romeyn for pyesuming to think it possible 
that the Managers of the Bible Society had 
other objects in view than the saving of souls. 
The Managers, no doubt, are very willing 
that no one should trouble their heads at all 
about the Society in any other manner than 
to give, and beg of others to give their mo- 
ney with generosity, to add to their already 
immense accumulations. A man, no matter 
what may be his moral character, or practice, 
is a very good christian—a ‘ benevolent man’ 
provided his purse strings are open to the 
falsely called pious beggars of the Bible, 
Missionary, or Education Society; but the 
moment he presumes to inquire whether his 
money is honestly appropriated for the pur- 





suspicion, as to the appropriation of the funds 


pose intended, or to suspect that he has been 


deceived, he is denounced as an ‘ tnfidel,? fop 
want of some better explanation. 

The operations of the American Bible So. 
ciety can be but little known to the public 


solution passed the b:anch society without affrom the Annual Reports. Bibles are set 
dissenting voice. The following is the reso-;, down as having been “ distributed,” when, in 
lution as passed, to which they, the Parent} fact, they are sold for more than the cost, 
Society, returned an answer, the nature off'The Society, instead of appropriating its 


‘funds to the ‘ gratuitous distribution of the 


Resolved, That this society deems it ex- Bible without note, or comment,” as was the 


object expressed by its original founders, not 
only sells the bibles, with comments, but has 
apprepriated large amounts of the sums col- 
lected of the poor and rich by its travelling 


since the commencement of its operations to-{ beggars, to the purchgsé-a@bebank stock, real 


estate, &c.; but notwithstanding the money 
to spare from the distribution of the bible, for 
the creation of a ‘‘ permanent fund” of bank 
stock, real estate, &c., we hear the constant 
cry of “money! money! wanted! wanted!” to 
distribute the gospel. For what purpose is 
this ‘‘ permanent fund” intended? It is ex. 
pected that the demand for bibles will one of 
these days increase beyond the power of the 
Society to supply? Why not distribute more 


inow, if there is such a great demand for 


them, as the Society pretend? Or is it in- 
tended to raise a fund which shall make the 
influence and power of the Society irresisti- 
ble? The question demands the serious at- 
tention of every freeman, now; for if may soon 
be too late. 

The General Agent of the Bible Society 
receives two thousand fice hundred dollars per 
annum, for about six hours services per day; 
and the Acting Secretary one thousand five 
hundred dollars. This money, let it be re- 
collected, is, a great portion of it, collected 
from poor laborers, men, women and child- 
ren, many of whom sweat and toil ten, twelve, 
and fourteen hours per day for one tenth, or 
twelfth the sum paid to these pious gentle- 
men, who are living sumptuously on the mo- 
ney that has been collected by practising the 
grossest deception on the laboring ignorant 
poor. Do they not practise deception? Who 
supposes that they ever took pains to tell, 
when collecting money to circulate bibles 
gratuitously, that they are to be sold, for 
more than their cost, to pay fat salaries to 
agents and clerks. 

We profess to have for one principal ob- 
ject of our paper, the protection of the rights 
of laborious industry against both unautho- 
rized and authorized encroachment; and as 
we believe there is nothing more oppressive, 
more unjust, more wicked than the deception 
practised on the poor by collecting money 
for professed pious purposes, and appropriat- 
ing it as above mentioned, we feel it our duty 
to do all in our power to expose the decep- 
tion. But it is not the poor alone who shouldé 
awake to this subject; ‘thé¥ights of every ci-’ 
tizen, the perpetuity of our free institutions, 
are threatened, and every free press (and all 
profess to be free, though it is lamentable 
that there are so few who dare express their 
opinions with boldness) should sound the 
alarm. It is folly to postpone the time. The 
longer it is postponed the greater the danger. 
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A SHORT Exposition or THE MARKs OF THE 
True Cuvurcn; by Carpinau Gerpix. Translat- 
ed from the French for the first time; to which is prefix- 
ed a brief sketch of the life of the illustrious writer. 

Price, $1 per dozen, 12 1-2 cents single. 
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